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Sunday October 9, 2022                         4:30 pm 

 
 

FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS with ANIMAL BLESSINGS 
 

Introduction 

 

Opening Hymn                              Morning Has Broken          Bunessan       

Morning has broken like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 

Praise for them springing fresh from the world 

Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from Heaven 

Like the first dewfall on the first grass 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 

Sprung in completeness where His feet pass 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 

Born of the one light, Eden saw play 

Praise with elation, praise every morning 

God's recreation of the new day 

Morning has broken like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 

Praise for them springing fresh from the world 

 

The Collect for Saint Francis  

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant: Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly 

the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you 
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delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy. O God, you have made us and all living 

things. You are even more wonderful than what you have made. We thank you for giving us 

these pets who bring us joy. As you take care of us, so also we ask your help that we might take 

care of those who trust us to look after them. By doing this, we share in your own love for all 

creation. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

The Prayer of Saint Francis (said in unison): 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, 

hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O, God, grant 

that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 

understand; to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive; it is in 

pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Lesson 

A Reading from Genesis 1:20-25 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and 

every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every 

winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of 

the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground 

of every kind. And God saw that it was good.  

 

Reader:              The Word of the Lord.    

People:             Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 405 All Things Bright and Beautiful Shaw 

 

 
 

 



[4] 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Officiant:            And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All:                      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

        

A Prayer for Pets 

Officiant:    Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all life, let 

your blessing be upon all these animals. May our relationships with them mirror your love, 

and our care for them be an example of your bountiful mercy. Grant the animals health and 

peace. Strengthen us to love and care for them as we strive to imitate the love of Jesus 

Christ our Lord and God’s servant Francis. Amen. 

 

Blessings of the Animals 

The minister now circulates through the congregation, asks the name of the animal, places his/her hand on 

the animal’s head (if appropriate) and then blesses the animal]: 

Officiant:   [insert name], you were created by God, and you are loved by God.  May 
you and your human family experience joy and companionship together, and continue to 
be a blessing to each other. AMEN 

 
Dismissal  
Officiant: Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of   
   the Spirit. 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

               

                    
 


