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“What’s your vision for St. Timothy’s?”
Our Stewardship ministers conducted a survey last 

year, soliciting our “visions” for St. Timothy’s – What 
would you like to see your Church do? What should our 
priorities be? Your clergy, Music Director, Stewardship 
ministers, and Vestry have been reviewing your respons-
es, as well as those that came from the two very clever 
presentations based on the Jeopardy game show. Your 
thoughts have been inspirational.

Our Stewardship ministers are now working on a 
vision budget for 2008, a financial plan that reflects 
these priorities. With this more clearly defined sense of  
mission we hope everyone who worships here will be 
excited about making a pledge to support God’s work in 
our ministries of  service and outreach, Christian educa-
tion, pastoral care, hospitality, evangelism, accessibility, 
worship and music, buildings and grounds, communica-
tions, administration, missions, youth, and stewardship 
of  creation (not an exhaustive list). 

I invite you to share your dreams, your wishes, your 
inspirations, with the clergy or any member of  the 
Stewardship Ministry (email Fr. Brad and I’ll pass it 
on, bradr@saint-timothys.org). Please pray for faithful 
discernment and the generosity to fulfill God’s will, for 
the glory of  God, the well-being of  God’s people, the 
spread of  God’s love and grace.

Your presence makes a difference! 
On my first day of  college, my English professor 

stood before our class and said, “Today, everyone is 
present.  Look around you.  You are like actors in a play.  
If  one of  you is absent, no one else can fill your role ex-
actly as you play it.  Your presence makes a difference.”  
We listened because we could tell that it really mattered 
to him that we had shown up.  This professor was also 
realistic.  He knew that we would miss some classes due 
to illness or oversleeping, but he insisted that if  most of  
us were present most of  the time, everyone would ben-
efit—we’d have a much better class. 

He was right.  That class was one of  the best.  My 
professor’s words came back to me as I heard Sunday 
School teachers reflect on the 2006-2007 program year.  
The teachers’ message was clear: From the youngest 
class to the oldest, the students’ presence made the 
difference.  The Pre-K teachers remembered the best 
moments of  their year as incarnational moments when 
people made Christ’s love real to each other.  One 
teacher inched across the floor on her belly to show her 
delighted three-year-olds how a caterpillar turns into a 
butterfly.  She watched a friendship develop between 
two little girls, both new to St. Tim’s, and heard them tell 
their parents that they wanted to come back to Sunday 
School to see their friends.  A second Pre-K teacher said 
that her students helped her reconnect with her faith.  
She said, “it is a joy to receive their hugs, to listen to 
stories about home, and talk about all the ways that Jesus 
loves us…We learned to use glue sticks and sometimes 
we are even able to sit in a circle and listen to a story 
about Jesus – but only if  it has lots of  singing and a 
chance to act out the story and pretend we are Jesus.” 

The high school teachers did not have stories about 
glue sticks, but their most memorable classes were also 
incarnational.  They contrasted how they felt on the day 
when they showed up with two dozen donuts and had to 
cancel class because there were so few students with the 
joyful day when they taught the “Loving Your Enemies” 
lesson.  On the second day, they played an interactive 
game and had to start it over three times as more and 
more students came in the door!  The teachers and the 
students had so much fun connecting that they ended up 
with a great discussion later on.  

So students and parents:  Everyone matters!  Your 
presence makes a difference!  If  most of  us show up 
most of  the time, we’ll have the chance to experience 
Christ in each other face to face.  Let’s 
make 2007-2008 one of  the best Sunday 
School years ever!

Attention!
The new postal rates are forcing us to go to 

electronic distribution of  the newsletter. Start-
ing in September we will send your copy of  
the WORD to your e-mail address listed in the 
church directory. Please provide us with your 
current address so we can update the database. 
If  you do not have e-mail and you wish to con-
tinue receiving the newsletter, please call or send 
a note to Carol at  the office so we can continue 
to mail you a copy at first class rates.
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The Mission of St. Timothy’s
As people of God 
 we joyfully worship God,
  spread the WORD of God’s love,
   treasure all people, and
    serve others everywhere  
    in the name of Jesus Christ.

Th erefore, with God’s help, we:
 open our doors to everyone, 
  open our hearts in worship, 
   open our eyes to the Spirit’s gifts, and open  
   our arms to embrace God’s work.

adopted 01/20/07

You’re Invited!
What:  Summer Cookout Sundays
When:  All Sundays in August
Where:  St. Timothy’s Front Yard
Time:  12:15 pm
  What’s summer without a cook-out?  Miserable!  

So bring your family and 
friends and join us for a 
summer cook-out each 
Sunday after the 11:00 am 
service.  Hot dogs/buns, 
condiments, and drinks 
will be provided; all we 
ask is for families to bring 
a side dish to share (salad, 
chips, dessert, etc.).  And 
if  you forget a side dish, please join us anyway (the prin-
ciple of  loaves and fi shes will apply!).  We’ll have some 
entertainment for the kids (balls, frisbees, etc.) and relax-
ation for the adults.  

We are also looking for families to sponsor a cook-
out during the summer.  What’s involved:  bringing and 
grilling the hot dogs, making lemonade, and setting up.  
Please sign up in Henry Hall.

“Love your neighbor as yourself”
When a majority of  the members of  Church of  the 

Epiphany in Herndon voted to secede from the Episco-
pal Church other members who did not support that ac-
tion were effectively left without a Church. The Church, 
and Church family they supported was no longer avail-
able to them. Many of  them migrated to St. Timothy’s 
and we welcomed the “Epiphany Episcopalians in 
Exile.” However, these faithful and courageous people 
not only want to maintain their membership in the Epis-
copal Church and the Diocese of  Virginia, but in their 
own Church, Church of  the Epiphany. Our Vestry voted 
unanimously to offer whatever support we can.

Following a lot of  prayer, meetings with other “ex-
iles”, discussions with our Bishops, the continuing Epis-
copalians from Epiphany have elected a new Vestry and 
set a date to resume their Sunday worship. By the grace 
of  God we will host our neighbors in their worship, in 
our parish hall at 9:30 am, beginning on July 29th. The 
time was chosen so we could share coffee hours before 
and after. So, there will be two simultaneous worship 
services in our facilities on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 
They will start with a service once a month on the last 
Sunday of  the month. As they grow, the frequency of  
services will increase to every other week or even every 
week (Go Epiphany!). Please welcome our 
sisters and brothers in Christ. Experiences of Grace

Each of  our monthly Vestry meetings begins with 
members sharing stories of  God’s presence and activity 
in their lives. It is eye-opening and uplifting. Recalling 
a challenging portion of  Eucharistic Prayer C, “Open 
our eyes to see your hand [God] at work in the world 
about us” (BCP page 372) and St. Paul’s call to “build 
up the Body of  Christ”, I invite all of  the people of  
St. Timothy’s to share stories of  God and grace to be 
printed in our newsletter. Please send your “experience 
of  grace” to our newsletter editor, Charlie Clattenburg 
at chasclat@comcast.net. 

Notable Quote
“Courage is contagious. When a brave person takes a 

stand, the spines of  others are stiffened.” Billy Graham

Lay Eucharistic Minister Training
Mature youth and adults interested in reading Scrip-

ture, leading prayers, and serving Holy Communion in 
our worship services are invited to attend a LEM train-
ing session in our Sanctuary on Saturday, September 
15th at 10:00AM. For more information speak with 
either of  our vergers, Michael Cook or Jane Perry, or our 
clergy, Fr. Brad or Rev. Leslie.

“Basic Adult Christian Education”
Christianity 101 will be offered this Fall on successive 

Sunday evenings, September 9th through October 7th, 
from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. All adults interested in explor-
ing the basics of  the Christian faith, and/or who would 
like to be Confi rmed, Received, or Renew Baptismal 
Vows when Bishop Ted Eastman visits St. Timothy’s on 
December 2nd, are invited to attend. We will meet in the 
Narthex.

Save the Date:
ECW Annual Retreat
When:  November 9-11, 2007
Where:  The Cabins at Algonkian Regional Park
Retreat Leader:  Rev. Margaret Guenther
For more information, please contact Carol Sinclair 

703-437-4713
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Saints Alive……
This is your opportunity to recognize “saints of  God, 

patient and brave and true” – those joyous saints among us 
at St. Timothy’s.  You know them – the “saint” who went 
the extra mile in support of  one of  our ministries or the 
“saint” who quietly did the task no one else wanted to do.  
We are blessed at St. Timothy’s with many wonderful ser-
vant-leaders who daily give of  their talents and time.  Let’s 
celebrate them!  It’s simple -- nominate your “saint” by 
emailing the editor (cclattenburg@saint-timothys.org) with 
the name of  the person and one or two sentences on your 
saint’s deeds.  Your name will not be published.  That’s part 
of  the fun – you get to be the unknown angel that recog-
nizes saints alive.  Who knows?  You may be one, too. 

NIKKI O’MALLEY  for the work she does in our church 
office maintaining our database, recording the baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, and attendance for every Sunday. She sends out letters of  
transfer, welcome and farewell to members and she has dedicated 
herself  to produce membership certificates for all current members to 
be handed out soon. Nikki always has a smile for you and she just 
radiates that inner love of  Christ.

TERRY JONES for chairing the Communications Committee 
for the last seven years, mostly as a one-woman band. She tirelessly 
wrote press releases, called newspapers, and sought out information 
from the membership about events that needed to publicized. Through 
good and bad times in her personal life, Terry always had a positive 
attitude and now she has stepped down as chair. Thank you, Terry 
for your dedication and work.

Lectionary for August 2007
8/5/07 10th Sunday after Pentecost;  Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

8/12/07 11th Sunday after Pentecost;  Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16;
                                                           Luke 12:32-40

8/19/07 12th Sunday after Pentecost; Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82; Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56 

8/26/07 13th Sunday after Pentecost; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17

Back to School Drives—Give Generously
Just as we hit our summer stride, fall and the back to 

school season sneaks up on us.  As you probably know, 
many children, even in our affluent community, cannot af-
ford the backpacks or school supplies required by our local 
schools.  The Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic (JSFC) and Res-
ton interfaith in cooperation with Kids R First are collect-
ing school supplies, goody bag items and backpacks this 
summer.   School supplies and goody bags will be delivered 
to JSFC.  Not sure what to buy?  Copies of  lists of  re-
quested items have been prepared for you and you can find 
these lists on the Service Ministry bulletin board in Henry 
Hall.  Backpacks in all shapes, sizes and colors are needed 
and will be delivered to Reston Interfaith, who partners 
with Kids R First to obtain additional school supplies and 
resources.  Last year we collected over 50 backpacks and 
enough school supplies and goody bag items to serve over 
200 children.  Let’s do even better this year!   Backpack 
donations are needed by Sunday, August 5.  In coordina-
tion with this month’s Agape offering to JSFC, we’ll collect 
goody bags and school supplies through August.  Don’t 
forget to drop off  your donations in the bins in Henry 
Hall.  In the coming weeks, you’ll be bombarded with ad-
vertisements and coupons for these back to school items. 
Please think of  others while doing your own shopping and 
thank you in advance for your support.   Any questions 
can be directed to Jill Norcross at 703-435-7216 or Patricia 
Mussante at 703-481-6853.

Help Me Help Others
            My name is Maggie Perkinson, I'm almost sixteen years old, and I'm going to be a junior at Westfield High 

School this year. Some of  you may know me because I sing in the St. Ambrose Choir during the 11:00 a.m. service.  I'm 
reaching out to you because I will be participating in the Cure Autism Now Walk in Washington, D.C. on October 20, 
2007 and I need your help.  Please consider sponsoring me as I walk with others to help find a cure for this terrible disor-
der. 

What is Autism? The Autism Society of  America describes this condition as "a complex developmental disability that 
typically appears during the first three years of  life and is the result of  a neurological disorder that affects the normal 
functioning of  the brain, impacting development in the areas of  social interaction and communication skills." 

I would describe it as a 13-year-old brother who never plays with you, hardly speaks or pays attention to you; in short, 
someone who takes more of  an interest in objects than in people. Jack requires a babysitter of  some sort all the time and 
we've hired a group of  therapists to help him learn outside of  his school program. He's a sweet boy, and I love to see 
him smile. But I can also see that his needs weigh heavily on my parents, so I do what I can to help out and I offer to 
watch him so that they can get out once in while. 

            Nearly 1.5 million Americans today are believed to be Autistic, and a new case of  Autism is diagnosed almost 
every 20 minutes in this country alone. Autism is a terrible disorder that appears to be on the rise, and no one really 
knows what causes it.   Funds are needed to help conduct research to find a cure, and that's why I'm walking.  Please 
consider helping me by making a donation.  My website is: https://www.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?iev
ent=214840&lis=1&kntae214840=9CF43A834B4140EFA8A22651C4CA608D&supId=140896272

            To find out more about the Cure Autism Now Walk, come see me or go to www.cureautismnow.org.  Thank 
you for your consideration.
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Note:  Please make out your checks to St. Timothy’s 
and indicate on the MEMO line: “Agape” Be sure to     
place the check in a yellow AGAPE envelope.

AGAPE for July/August A Stewardship Message

If you know someone 
who would be comforted 
by receiving one of our 
handmade creations, 
please see Jackie Clat-
tenburg, Janet Dopsovic, 
Donna McGrath, Jean 
Shepherd,  Florita Tilden 
or fi ll out a form located 
in Henry Hall.

On giving and loving
The truth comes so often in simple sentences. For 

example, isn’t it true that a person can give without real 
love or sympathy (maybe to impress others, for example) 
but one simply cannot love without giving? In fact, one 
of  the clues to how much a person loves is how much 
he or she gives in terms of  time, talent, friendship, ser-
vice, encouragement and prayers on behalf  of  others.

Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic
 Hi.  I am Bill Sanger, a volunteer for the JSFC.   

Last month’s Word outlined the clinic’s operations.  It 
noted that the clinic provides medical attention to 100 
adult patients each year and has provided school and 
sport physical exams to over 1800 children over the past 
5 years.  These are services provided to low-income 
families who have no other resource for the treatments 
provided. The important thing to remember about the 
clinic is that IT MATTERS.  Low-income families are 
getting medical help otherwise unavailable to them.  The 
clinic literally saves lives.  

 The adult clinic treats high-blood pressure and dia-
betic patients on a recurring basis.  If  it were not for this 
clinic, many of  the patients would be unaware of  their 
medical needs, resulting in a trip to the emergency room, 
or worse.      

 The children’s clinic is basically a one time only 
event.  Families bring their children for free physical 
exams.  The clinic is also open on Tuesday morning for 
consultations.  The clinic volunteers also visit special 
events (fairs, etc.) to provide blood pressure testing.

 What can you do: 
1. Place a donation in an Agape envelope to pro-

vide needed funds.
2. Volunteer to provide needed services to those 

less fortunate. (This could include data entry operations 
and translating skills as well as helping with the patients.)

3. Provide a meal for the volunteers, who arrive at 
5pm to set-up before the clinic opens.  (Left –over food 
is given to adults at the adult clinic.)

4.     Knit gloves (mittens) and hats for the children’s 
clinic including items for babies, too young  for school, 
but with brothers or sisters visiting the clinic.

5.     Contribute used children’s books and stuffed 
animals for the clinic.

For further information contact Tricia Mussante @ 
freeclinic@aol.com.

Website? What website?
Saint Timothy's website (www.saint-timothys.org) is 

updated multiple times a week with all kinds of  useful 
information. Usually, the Word is online (on the right side 
of  the home page) before it is delivered to your door. With 
the Word going ELECTRONIC ONLY in September, the 
website will be the best place to get it! Here are some other 
useful things you'll fi nd updated regularly:

· Weekly bulletins (at the top of  the calendar page)
· Weekly announcements (on the home page)
· Weekly sermons (click the sermons & lectionary 

link at the top)
· Announcements of  delays or cancellations (in-

clement weather)
· LEM schedules (under Members/Ministries, 

LEMs)
· Shawl Ministry forms, for suggesting a shawl or 

blanket recipient (Members/Ministries, Pastoral Care link)
Remember, you can check the calendar page (it goes 

up to 3 years in the future!) any time to fi nd out if  a room 
is available for your meeting or event - click "view en-
tire church calendar" to select the month and day you'd 
like to see. E-mail any website suggestions or content to 
gzetlan@gmail.com.

Are you missing out on vital information?
When a death and funeral happens in the middle of  

the week, how can you fi nd out about it? If  services are 
delayed or cancelled due to inclement weather, do you 
know? Would you like to receive notifi cation of  the Word's 
publication online in your e-mail inbox? Send Administra-
tor Carol Frost (offi ce@saint-timothys.org) an e-mail with 
a request to be included in the e-mail distribution list. You 
will receive weekly announcements and emergency mes-
sages ONLY (no spam, prayer requests, solicitations for 
help, or requests for donations), and be kept in the loop on 
Saint Timothy's activities and members.

Welcome Back Sunday
On September 9 during all 3 services we will 

once again have all the ministries with displays 
in Henry Hall. This is your opportunity to meet 
and talk with members of  each minitry about 
what they do and how you can help. Watch for 
more news about this important event in the 
coming weeks in the Bulletin and on the Web-
site.
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Pipe Organs 101 will continue next month due to space 
limitations at this time.

30 Days;  50 Miles; Closer To A Cure
In honor of  the 2.5 million people living with MS worldwide, I have helped to organize a team from St.Timothy’s and 

Herndon Uinted Methodist Church to make a difference by participating in the MS Challenge Walk September 28th thru the 
30th. During this three-day, 50-mile journey, hundreds of  walkers will travel to the U.S. Capitol to raise awareness and funds to 
fight MS. 

     The donations support the National MS Society, which fund more MS research, offers more services for people with 
MS, provides more professional education programs and furthers more MS advocacy efforts than any other MS organization 
in the world. The National Capital Chapter of  the National MS Society serves more than 18,000 people affected by MS in the 
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. 

    We continue train for our 3 Day/50-mile walk September 28-30 and your gift would make the sore muscles a lot easier.  
The  team’s fundraising goal is $6,000  and we have raised 10% as of  this writing.  The MS Society has asked that the dona-
tions be made by the 1st of  September.    

     To make a donation, please visit our team or my personal page.   This method is the easiest way to donate.  If  you chose 
to make a donation of  a check (payable to “National MS Society”) or cash, please contact me by phone, 703-437-3968, or 
e-mail - christopher.brock2@verizon.net  If  you are interested in joining our team, please contact me using the above informa-
tion.  We are looking for people to help on Crew and Fundraising as well as your prayers.  Please pass this information along to 
anyone you think may be interested in helping with this worthy cause.

    Updates will be in the Weekly Bulletin and the weekly e-mails.   God Bless you for making a difference by supporting our 
efforts.    Sincerely,  Chris  Brock 

My personal page web address:
http://events.msandyou.org/site/TR?px=1320321&pg=personal&fr_id=1070&et=uQcGUT8UCxQ4iZMqS0BLjw..&s_

tafId=4101
The team page for Brock’s Walkers web address:
http://events.msandyou.org/site/TR?team_id=7620&pg=team&fr_id=1070&et=AZmc3BKTcNV6BE2OxY49wA..&s_

tafId=4101 

Stephen Ministry News
Our current Stephen Ministry program has been 

steadily growing since 2005 and includes 17 lay Stephen 
Ministers and 2 lay Stephen Leaders (additionally, Fr. 
Brad is a trained Stephen Leader). We are pleased and 
grateful that Stephen Minister Jim Hendrick will be at-
tending the upcoming week-long Stephen Leader train-
ing session in Pittsburgh from July 29 – August 4. We 
wish Jim well and pray for a safe trip and meaningful 
experience.

Stephen Ministry is a program through which people 
are trained to help provide Christian caregiving to mem-
bers of  our congregation and community who are griev-
ing, in crisis, or experiencing other stresses or challenges 
in life. Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of  initial 
training and continuing education in providing ongo-
ing, loving Christian care to those who are experiencing 
life events such as separation/divorce, death of  a loved 
one, illness, hospitalization, loss of  a job, loneliness, and 
many other challenges.

How does Stephen Ministry work? Stephen Ministers 
do not take the place of  the clergy, professional coun-
selors or other health professionals. When a person is 
paired with a Stephen Minister, the Stephen Minister 
doesn’t try to solve problems. Rather, he or she listens, 
cares, prays, and helps the care receiver find his or her 

path to healing and wholeness. The Stephen Minister 
and care receiver generally meet for about an hour each 
week for as long as the need is there. Everything a care 
receiver says to his or her Stephen Minister is kept con-
fidential.

Who benefits from Stephen Ministry? Everybody 
benefits. Those receiving care from Stephen Ministers 
benefit because they receive prayer and continuous 
support throughout the challenge they face. Stephen 
Ministers benefit through the spiritual growth they ex-
perience from being involved in this meaningful min-
istry. Our clergy benefit because the caring ministry at 
St. Timothy’s is expanded. Most of  all you benefit from 
the knowledge that this special care is available at St. 
Timothy’s.

Sincere thanks for your ongoing prayers and support 
of  our Stephen Ministry program at St. Tim’s. If  you 
would like more information on how to become a Ste-
phen Minister, or to receive care from one, please talk to 
Stephen Leaders Cheryl Brock (703-437-3968) or Jane 
Perry (703-478-0032), Fr. Brad Rundlett or Rev. Leslie 
Chadwick (703-437-3790). Should you wish to give a 
donation to be used towards training and other needs 
of  our program, please make checks payable to “St. 
Timothy’s” and indicate “Account 819 Stephen Ministry 
Fund” in the notes area.
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From the Music Director
Summer is in full swing and so are plans for our upcoming choral season.  The choirs of  St. Timothy’s will begin 

their new season on September 4th, preparing for our traditional “Welcome Home” Sunday on September 9th.  
We have exciting new opportunities for everyone at St. Timothy’s this year.  In addition to our  St. Cecilia, St. 

Ambrose, and Handbell Choirs, our new Jubilate Choir will welcome young members ages 8 and older to learn 
about music, our liturgy, and the Episcopal choral tradition.

Though already established, our St. Cecilia, St. Ambrose, and Handbell Choirs will gladly welcome new members 
this Fall.  Previous musical experience is not required and our choirs are always happy to meet new singers and ring-
ers.

The weekend of  September 21-22, our St. Cecilia and St. Ambrose Choirs will meet at the College of  Preachers, 
at the Washington National Cathedral, for their first annual choir retreat.  This will give us the opportunity to relax, 
re-create, and sing together in the beautiful setting of  the Cathedral grounds.  The retreat will be a fantastic oppor-
tunity for new members to get to know current members and will allow time for us to grow and as a group.

Brand new events this year will include a Choral Evensong for the Feast of  All Saints on Sunday November 4, 
at 5:00 p.m. and a Christmas Festival of  Nine Lessons and Carols on December 23, also at 5:00 p.m..  Each service 
will be held at St. Timothy’s and will be open to the general public as part of  our Concert Series.

As I look towards the coming season with great anticipation, I encourage you all to consider joining one of  our 
ensembles, or to plan on attending what will be uplifting and inspiring new events in the life of  St. Timothy’s.

—Peter
CHOIR REGISTRATION FORM 2007
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
432 Van Buren Street
Herndon, VA 20170

NAME________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

 
PHONE__________________________________  EMAIL_____________________________________

 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS____________________________________________________________

Please indicate the choir(s) you would like to learn more about:

St. Cecilia Choir ____  Handbell Choir ____  Jubilate Choir ____  St. Ambrose Choir ____ 

St. Cecilia Choir   Handbell Choir   Jubilate Choir (Ages 8+)
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Thursdays 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

     St. Ambrose Choir
     Thursdays 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
     Sundays 10:40 a.m.

╬

Please turn this form in to the 
Music Office by August 15. A box 
is located on the wall outside the 
door to the music room.
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The Pre-School Page
 The pre-school’s summer recreation sessions, including 

“Dinosaurs”, “Under the Sea”, and “Little All-Stars”, pro-
vided fun, enriching activities for the pre-schoolers in June, 
July, and August. Many thanks to the staff  for offering this 
wonderful program!

 The new pre-school year begins on Monday, Sept. 
10th. Students and their parents are invited to attend the 
Open House (Thursday Sept. 6th & Friday Sept. 7th); invi-
tations will be mailed soon!              —Liz Griffith

Quilt Raffle
The Education Ministry will be selling raffle tickets in 

September and October to raise money for educational 
programs.  A green and pink star-pattern quilt will be 
raffled off  in October.  The quilt was made by Robin 
HerManyHorses a member of  the Lakota tribe in South 
Dakota.  Purchasing tickets will support the Lakota tribe as 
well as the Christian Education programs.  Carmela Con-
dro(703-620-1110) and Rebecca Page(703-435-25420) will 
sell tickets at the coffee hours.

Bringing An Open Mind to Harry Potter
 A couple weeks ago, amid unprecedented publicity for a book, the final volume of  the Harry Potter series was 

released. The Christian responses to the series and its immense popularity have been mixed, ranging from those who 
flatly condemn Harry Potter as an explicit endorsement of  witchcraft to those who praise it by writing tomes on the 
moral values it supports. The former have fought a mostly losing battle to keep the books out of  schools, for fear that 
exposure to Harry Potter will lead to children embracing witchcraft and Satanism. The latter have created Bible studies 
that use Harry Potter as something from which to learn moral lessons before moving on to the Bible itself.

 I am quite a fan of  Harry Potter and made a point of  reading the entirety of  Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal-
lows on the Saturday it came out. I read it not as a way to learn the lifestyle of  a wizard or in search of  lessons to com-
plement the Bible, but simply because I find Harry Potter enjoyable to read. Personally, I don’t think either extreme of  
rejecting the series without reading it or elevating it to the status of  moral guidebook is appropriate. However, I do think 
the books emphasize moral lessons that are particularly relevant for us today.

 The evil of  Lord Voldemort and his followers is ultimately rooted in hatred and fear of  those of  different 
heritage or species, a refusal to accept that a girl whose parents are mere dentists or an elf  brought up as a servant can 
perform magic more successfully than a wizard descended from a long line of  wizards. Such self-important prejudice 
is certainly prevalent today in a variety of  contentious issues. Jesus, it should be noted, did not say ‘love your neighbors 
as yourselves, as long as they are of  the same gender, ethnicity, sexuality, etc. as you.’ One of  Voldemort’s servant-allies 
goes by the name of  Pius Thicknesse, a rather transparent reference to religious people who, in blindly embracing spe-
cific details of  doctrine, aid human evils and fail to act toward the greater good. Jesus’ encounter with the Pharisees who 
thought to condemn him for healing on the Sabbath is typical of  his response to this: doing God’s good of  saving a life 
is of  greater importance than following the Law by refraining from work on a holy day.

 As Episcopalians, we are called to use reason alongside scripture and tradition in formulating our faith, and I 
would encourage all of  you who have read or are reading or will read Harry Potter to turn your reason to the text. We 
should not condemn the books or sing their praises simply because others do, and, in thinking about the books, we 
should be open to the fact that God has spoken to people who follow Him through far more unlikely media than a boy 
wizard in a piece of  fiction.          —John Adams

A big thank you…
To all the volunteers who made Vaca-

tion Bible School a fun, Spirit-filled week 
from July 16-20!  We especially thank our 
teachers: Melissa Randolph (Pre-K); Linda 
Jenkins (K-1st); K Scarry and 
Sarah Newlon (2nd-5th); Jean 

Lammers (Arts and Crafts); John Ad-
ams (Storytelling); Margaret Frost (Mu-
sic); Dee Henson (Games); and Katie 
Rakestraw and Stacie Cage (Snacks); Rev. 
Leslie Chadwick (worship).  We thank 
our assistants:  Martha Walker, Jaya 
George, Christy Thrash, Nicki and Lila 
Dubishar, Meghan and Christopher Randolph (Pre-K); 
Amanda Marx (K-1st); Sarah Erazo, Heather Soliday, 
and Sarah and Hannah Newlon (2nd-5th); Carey Lee, 
Teresa Clawson-Keeton, Lee Leroy, Donna Cornwell, 
and Amy Barrett (Arts and Crafts); Heather Peet and 
Kim Clayborne (Nursery). We give thanks for Mary-
beth Henry for coordinating all of  us!  The children 
had a wonderful time and filled the church with song, 
laughter, prayer, art, and games all week long!
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St. Timothy’s Word is published monthly and e-mailed 
to members and friends during the last week of each 
month. It also appears in full color on the website main 
page under “Downloads”.

Th e deadline for submission of material for the 
September issue is Th ursday, August 16 at 9am. 
Questions or ideas for Th e Word are always welcome as 
are your comments!  You may send the material as an 
attachment to an e-mail message to: Cclattenburg@saint-
timothys.org.. Th e message subject line must mention 
Word. Photos are welcome. Please identify key people if 
possible. Articles or letters may be edited for brevity or 
appropriateness.
See our website for the up-to-the-minute monthly calen-
dar. It’s always current and covers several months.
Weekly Bulletins appear on the website no later than 
Saturday morning for the coming Sunday. 
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gzetlan@gmail.com
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Music Director:  Mr. Peter Waggoner
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Treasurer
Newsletter Editor

Charlie Clattenburg 703-450-6493
Cclattenburg@saint-timothys.org

Mr. Rick Wilson
703-435-1925
rwilson20@verizon.net

Editor’s Comments:  Four more weeks and Summer is over. Don’t forget to 
think about Welcome Back Sunday on 9 Sept. All the Ministries will have 
displays in Henry Hall for you to see what they do and maybe help them 
out during the coming year. It looks like the courtyard is fi nally going to 
become an active project thanks to MOST and others. Th ey could use 
your help with a shovel and a strong back. St. Timothy’s is blessed with so 
many people who are actively helping others in the community.
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Mr. Michael Cook
Liaison to Accessibility
703-860-4459
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Ms. Janet Koch
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JanKoch@aol.com

Ms. Melissa Randolph
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Mr. Keith Sinclair
Senior Warden
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KSinclair1@msn.com

Terms expire January 2008:
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Liaison to Service
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Mr. Duncan Hutcheon
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Duncan.L.Hutcheon@exxonmobil.
com
Ms. Betsy Knoizen
Liaison to Education/Youth
703-318-9514
kblc@verizon.net

Ms. Jane Perry
Liaison to Communications
703-478-0032
eperry2@gmu.edu
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